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$leather:  Waru cond- i t ions,  of ten wi th
overcast skies and. precipi tat ion
fall ing as raln. There were
48.6 hours of  sunshine"

Mean Temperature -1. 4oC

Ihe monih started with the last call of the
J0IIN BISC0E when we said goodbye to Ron Smith, Bob Cook
and. Dave Wlll iams on their way to the UK" Steve
Val-lance, our d.octor, arrived from Stonington where he
has been helping 1n the seal hunt. Aircraft f, inally
arrived back from Fossil Bluff on the 4th after the
engine change, bringing in Ron James the bui-l-der who
has spent the last three months .at Spartan Ciivm"
BRAMFIELD al-so arrived the sarne day, so 1ifg.yya.{ euite,
hect ic,  what wi th of f - loading, load" ing a:rd.  a v is j - t  to
base by H.E. the Govenor and his wi fe,  Bj l l  Sloman,
Paul Whiteman, arld Doctors Adie ancl Piggo-bt and. outgoing
Fids rushing round" for last minute goodies-boxes. Things
flnal.ly quitened. dornn: the following day when the
BRAI{SFIELD sa11ed., ta}ring out our guests a.nd Charles
Swithinbank, Mike l,VaLfordr Paul Burton, Dick Scoffom and
Arri Apps all for the IIK; we would not be surprised to
see a few old faces back here again next yee,.rl f nearly
forgot to nention the arrival here of l lex l l lerson from
South Georgia, also Jim tl lkritworth who v.rj- i i  be wintering
at Fossi l  Bluf f"

Last eaII to the Bluff was mad.e on the Bth when
Jlm went j-n and Roger Wilkins returned to Adelaid"e.
From then on vve had. the air Fi-d.s preparing.for the long
tr ip north baek to Canada" Dave Brown?s bir thday was
wel l  and tnr ly celebrated. on the,gth:  he c l ic l  te l l -  us
how old he was but frve conveniently forgotten, Mike
becane an ear ly r iser to l is ten- ih for  v/eather forecasts
between here and. hrnta Arenas, but it was not unti l the
20th that  the weather c l -eared,-up enough for them to €or
and toward.s the end of the morning we said farewell tg
pave Rowley, Bert Conchie, Dave Brovrrn and Rob Campbell-
lent i we all here wish them a safe trip north. Itrreather
pemitting they shoul-d arrlve in Toronto abcr-rt the 29tn.
Mike now has a chance to rel-ax for a blt unti l the air-
craft arrive here agai..n in December.

Co1in has readi ly ta lcen over looking a. f ter  the dogs,
and. between his dalty trips to see them \i/e managed to
eelebrate hls birthd_ay on the l8th vri i ir a;r exce_l_lent
spread being provided as usual- by Al-lan, arrd a T.V.
persona l i t ies  n igh t ,  cas t  aS fo l lows: -  Co l in  -  go-go
grr l  (gomplete wi t f r -earr lng),  Haruy -  i fauseous (Up
lompi i ) ,  Steve -  J i rnmy Savi1le,  Roger -  fvarrhoe, Ron -
Batng.gr I\ ilce - L[an With No l{ame, I,/lex - Ara"b newsread.er,
and Allan - GarJ-oping Gourrnet and tel.evision sa-t-esman.
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Steve has conrpleted his f i rst  exper iment wi th our
blood, which provdd very successful ,  and he is now looking
forward to every six weeks when our blood, again goes
into the test- tube" Ron has been very busy working outside
on the builclings while Mex is working in the gargage making
up new traeks for the Foxtrac t ractor.

Colin and Allan had a d.ay out,' giving the dogs a
much awaited. run, but conditions proved to be very soft
and slushy, and they seemed. loth to go past the alrstrlp
(tfre dogs that is), and. returning to base in the early
afternoon" \Ve are all very fit here and settl ing down
to our respect ive jobs,  p lus the usual .  base "gashf '  jobs
which have to be d.one, and looking forwariL to (for sone
of us) our f i rst  winter in the mgged. south.

Best wishes to you all at home from Adelaid,e.

Wrj-tten by Harry l ines

ARGENTINE ISIANDS

Vrreatherr  General ly c loudy condi t ions wi th
precipi tat ion on most days: gal-e
force wind.s and fog towards the
end of  the month" fher:e were 26"8
hours of sunshine.

l f lean Temperaturc -1" 4oC.

Todayts tal-e opens on 25th February, a beautiful sunny
day. Tony H" was imitat ing his f r ish relat ions by mixJ-ng
cement:  he used. the cement to good" purpose by bui ld lng a
pat ic  a t  the  f ron t  door ,  and la te r  he  1 ic1  a  lawn on i t .
The larnnr consists of about four bl-ades of grass found grow-
ing round the base " f t is a. pity he rryil,'l- not be here next
year when they need cutt ing.

l leanwhite, Dave O" and Ron were buil-ding a path to the
coal  shed, and. Ra.sput ln ( fony K") ,  ur i th wet assistance from
Keith, Bob and- Buttercup, was frirabling" That isr movi.ng
all the rubbish that a,ccr.lrnulates at the high water mark into
d.eep water, Ihis is clone vrith a drag on a long plece of
rope pulled from some offshore rocks" Stu was improving
the appearance of the trGennyre sheil by painting the winC'otrys
orarge, and Bob, that night, tried to improve hls ovtrn
appearance by pouring a gall-on of white paint over hirnself.

fhe following evenlng the BRANSFIELD arrived. Every-
one, except Dave 0. ,  who was on night met" obsenra. t ionst
went onboarcL to rratch a fi lm show" Next morning the
Govenor, L[rs. Lewis anil a. party of HQ reps visited. the
base, During the afternoon }:tei1, the Johns G" and 2", Ron
and, Dave C. transferued to the ship" They v'tere back tha.t
night, accompanied. by almost the entire shipls complementt
incluil. ing the Govenor, for a party on ba.se" The BRANSFIELD
saileil off into the man]r at 11"00 the followlng dalr leaving
behind. Pete F" and, fresh from the sub-tropical- del.ights
of  South Georgia,  I f iac our new cook,



The rest of FebrurarJr pa.ssed quickl-y and- cluletly r.yith
evelTrone catching up on their worlc a"nd, sleep" ft wa.s even
r:urmoured. that Buttercup stopped" talking between 04.00 and
04"4.5 on the 29fn but we v,rho lc,rovv him wel-l lcnerv this to be
untnre

The BISCOE paicr. its last v:-sit of the season at the
beginning of llarch" The ex-base members who ha.d- trarrs-
ferred from the BRAI{SFIELD rghile on their sig}rt-seeing
tour 1n i,[arguerite Ba;' paid a return visit, They. ]eft
just before Lunch time much wetter than they had- arrivecl
Jltst retrlbution for turning our wa.ter sunp-"I-y ye1.1o'n
Rob was so overcome by emotion at seeing them go that he
went  fo r  a  sw im' i t  must  have been co ld  beca.use he  kep-b
his c l -othes on"

The follorirlng day C.awned. bright ,!.ncr crispr ,litl:. a
fresh coat of snow over most cf the ground " Slcis lyere
brought out and nevr bind.ings fitted - So much interest
was aroused. that Kenny, T,Iac, Rasputin and Ton;r ]1,, re-
er"ected the slci hut at the top of the hi11. It hacl lceen
ly lng on i ts baclc s ince the ice i t  was si t t ing on mel- tecl
out about trvo months ago " ." r. -' -

0n 6th l,{arch the BRAI{SFIELD stopped on lts ural.r :rortir
to col lect  Tony, H",  Pete I ("  anr l  our l .ast  outgoing mai1. . .
Dave B" started to renove Pete t s slcu.a trap the verl '  next
d-ay. He got it partly into the sea but gave up rnrhen he
d.iseov'ered his t:/ell ingtons 'nrouli l not }ceep his lcnees c-lrr,r.

'  
l i i th irore snow fall ing a-lmost ever-\r nlght that vreek,

some people spent their t ime rvisellr by slciing, a*ncl. others
l-ess wisel;r by rnrorlcing, Bob ancl Stu c-' l . id' nost of the
sl i i ing,  jo ined. occasional ly i l i r  B r l lsrcup or Dave 0. '  Pete
B. , Rob ancr- Pete It" were the inost notab--l-e rnrorlcers " Dave
and Buttercup Cid c,ruite a .-l.ot of co::.oeing, u.sual,l i,'
accompanied b;' I(e:rny or I ieith in a rnotor boat, 0n Satr-rrcla);
we coulc1 sucldenllr see nuch more of Pete B because he ha.d-
a much need.ed haircut " f 'c is a pity that hi-s bal.cl patch.
novv I  ool{s t iorse.

Thls :nonth has s€€ll r.rhat Tue hope wil l l :e the -l-ast
f1urry of ou-tside pa"lntlng this )r€ar, I(eirny and- Da..re B
were busy pa.inting windovr fraiires as quicicly as Rasputin
replaced the old ones" Ra.sputin ct.id soiie pa.inting as
vrell l  but f inj.shed l.ooking as if he had been using lr. is
hearcl as a pairr.t bmsh. I)a"ve.O; and- Stu were at, this
time recovering the ski hut some saici (ur:truthfLr.l- l-. ') tha.t
this was only to escape the l ' . i indow painting.

0n 15th Lfarch l,[ac had. his finest hou.r" He sta.rtecl.
by launching a rad.io sonc'e i i:to the sea w}r.i le assisting the
met" men rrvith their morning f]-ight, ancl continr,reii- brr settln,g
flre to soile cooking fat in tire o\en" The remaind"e:: of
the weelc passed. quiet l ; r ,  being not iceab. l  e mai: , r l i , r  : io:  ihe
strong wann north winil which bleu,r most of the time ft
bletnr so strongl..r that on Frida.j '  night i-t rrroved or:r.c of l.he.
lcoats from the s-1-ipvray and. extinguished. the hyrl.yogen
genera-bor'. E1-gyr,ron€ r,vent out to feel the fu-t ' l  foi:c,e of
the t 'vind- except Rob and Dave B" vrho harr-e seen it a.l."l. befcre,
and. Pete f .. vrho rnras continuing his inara.thon on the red-ar
I{e eventrr"a-l-l-j. finished, on Satr"rrdair night.
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0n the 20th the aircraf t  f lew north,  much to Bobrs
rel ief"  He had had to get ur at  the ungodly hour of
08"0C for eight days to pass weather informat ion to Adelaide
whi le they \ r ' rere wai t ing for  sui table f ly ing condi t ions"
D,rring this period his opinion of aireraft , dLrcrew and.
avi-ation in general d.ropped by large dail-y steps" \nle were
pleased. to hear on the 22nd, that Kelth had got his equip-
ment working and was just  wai t ing for  c lear ni-ght skies so
that he could test  i t .  0n the 23rd we had our cold-est  day
so far th ls year,  but  even so those rggged nen Rob, Bob,
Pete B" and" Buttercup went out boat ing.

$/e hope that you are all in good health and. enjoying
] i fe as much as we are.

Written by Stuart Urquhart

FOSSIL BLUFF

With  the  Twln-Ot te r  success fu l l y  a i r  tes ted  r  bo th
aeroplanes fl.ew from the Bluff "on the 4th taking Dave Rowleyt
Dave Brown, Bert Conchie and Rob Campbell-Lent back to
civ i l isat ion at  Adelaid,e.  Ian also lef t  to jo in And.y 1n
the Cvrro, and allowed Ron James to return to Addersr so from
seven the base eomplement was reduced. to two and- a dog,
Ra.smus st i l l -  enjoying his hol iday.  The f inal  v is i t  of  the
Otter carne four days later br lnging a whole load of  goodies
fresh meat,  s l ide pro jectors,  two new Skid.oo engines and
Jim lihltworth" Roger V/i lkins; who by this tinie had. become
an almost permanent resid.ent, left us to go to his real
home at Ad.elaide"

Ji-m with a seemingly never-end.ing supply of full-
goodles boxes, spent hi-s few days at  the Bluf f  recreat ing
hi-s world around. himself, whiJ-st l/ lartin looked. on, at t imes
bewild.ered " The next two weeks saw Jim and l ' .[artin attemptlng
to inst i l ' .  ord.er into the vehic le spares,  and putt ing new
l i fe into one of  the Skldoos in the fo:rn of  a,  new engine.
Meanwhile in Spartan Cwm, the newl.y arrived. resident was
attempt ing to make the piace super t idy" However,  th is
meant that Andy couldn't f ind" anythlng so the enthusiasm
soon stopped. l lxpect ing a new skid.oo engine with the last
f l ight ,  they were surpr ised when only a l -oaf  of  bread. arr ived."
fan was qui-ckly d-rj-ven to Orlgami o ,

l i fe cont inued at  Fossi l  Bluf f  and var ious outposts
until the f lth when the Spa.rtan Crnrm personnel declded. to
return to the parent base. After a rugged. journey, in a
Nansen sledge towed by a M skegl they arrived la-be after-
noon, just  in t ime for the party" Preparat ion for  autumn
travel  f i l led the rest  of  the month" The major task was the
d.esign and construct lon of  a rad, io echo sledge, whi lst  on
one of the fine days fan, Andy and, I/ lartin journied. to the
top of  Pyramld, ,  leaving Jim and Rasmus each doing thelr
or,rrn thing at base " But any thoughts of early travel were
l-ost  in the evi l  in ieather which seemed to character ise
March at  the Bluf f"  Snow seemed to fa} l  most of  the t ime,
not thc usual  f lne snow, but the wet,  large-f laked var iety.
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That and temperatures
t rop ica l - "  I t  seems to  be

A happy Easter to all
month"

up to +4oC" mad.e the place qui te
cool ing of f  again now though"

our read.ers see you again next

tiv'rit-ben by tr{a.rtin Pearson

SIGI{Y ISTAND

V{e athe r: l',[ainly overcast, vlet and warm
cond. i t ions ,  w i th  p rec lp l ta t ion
on L6 days, of ten fa l l ing as
ra in .  There  were  22 .8  hours  o f
sunshine.

Mean Temperature O,BoC.

Yup itts greetings from sunny Signy onee more, bringing
you new6 of the rugged. whlte south" The ,IOHN BISCOE arrived.
early j-r the month on her last vlsit of the summer, bring-
1ng witlr. her much sought ,after mail and not so popular
cargo many cries of '00w me back.r'" After the unloadlng
the base was treated to two f i lm shows on board,  af ter
which tne BISCOE departed these shores for the last  t ime
th is  season,  tak ing  w i th  her  lan  R.  and A lber t ,  bo th  U.K.
bound.

'  '  Base has been the sccne of  f renziecL act lv i t l ' ,  many Fids
to be seen toi l ing over typewri ters prod.ucing their  reports.
The clac<ing of  typewri ters has f i l led the air  interspersed-
rnr i th the occasional  muff led" curses -  typewrl ters d.onr t  spel1
as they used- to" Despi te al l  the hust l -e and. bust le,  Dick
managed. to f ind t ime to organise an exped. i t ion to the wind-
scooir  on Coronat ion Is land- to botanise wi th Tinr" ,  Also a. long
for the i r ip went Rick,  Pau. l -  B" and Dave T",on -Efreir  returrr
there were tales of huge crevasses and forging a way through
the pack"

Our resid.ent bird man, Jan, has also been a.ct ive th is
month" With his band of trusty ringers Jay, trf l ike and Darre
f" ,  he managed to r ing 7C0 glant petrels whichr &s thelr
name suggests,  is  no mean feat"  Pete T" and Bi l l  have
been of f  on their  hols at  last .  They returned. f rom a vucek-
end at  Foea. wi th their  ta les of  The G::eat V/hi tc South
captured. on m1les of  c ine and st i l l  f i lm"

This month as wi tnessed three 'comi-ngs cf  age t  ,  those
whose bir thclays were celebrated- in tnre t rad. i t lon being
Brian, Cl ive and Dave T" For Cl- ive '0s bir thday Mike and"
Pa"ir l  S.  declded to have a splash o, f  creat ive cooking.
Aided and abetted by the gash-hand of  the day, Tery,  not
only a superb meal was produced but ai-so ,an alcohol ie cake
in the shape of  th 'e i  ba"se hut,  accurate to the subsic lence
at onc end" The meal-  was serwcd by the Cynamic t r io
resplcndcnt in Union Jacks and- sl<i ,hats

Kr is and Rick have spent an cnerget ic t ime scour ing
thc is land loolc ing for stakes of  a l l  th ings,  and then
nhotographlng thern for mapping" Drri-ng their travels they
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were the first inhabltants of the new Cur_mming Motel" They
reported. 1t not too d.raughty. vilth the recent and imminent
departures the last  of  the base jobs have been alrocated.,
Don taking over as Doc, eager for  customers to pract ice on.
Pa.ul B" is now to be seen every Cay cultivating in the
greenhouse,

With the recent abund.anee of fresh elephant seal. meat
on base, Cl i -ve.has produced. seal  meals in ab'out every
poss ib le  fo rm (weere  look lng  fo r  new rec ipesr  s r iX  o f fe rs?) "
The results have been very appetizing and a welcome break
from tinned. meat" This rnonth also saw half the base
part ic ipat ing in a sport  pecul iar  to these parts lcrown as
ice f loe hopplngr i l I ike,  PauI 8. ,  Br ian and Tim gett ing wet
in a big way" The others,  despi te the ef for ts of  Dave Vl"
and Paul  S,,  got  at  leabt s l ight ly wet"  The whole scene
wa! grlpped by Jerry equipped. with a very necessary'
und.erwater camera.

The Slgay survey trr io (pet 'e J",  Paul  B" and Ian C")
have once more been cloing their own thing w-ith a theod.olite,
crea.ting yet another rnap of their favourite moss banks.
There is no truth in the rumour that they are doing a third
year at  Stonington! The last  of  th is year?s d.epart ing Fids,
Jerry, l ' , Iac and Dlck havd been burning the midnight oil in
the chippy shop packing all manner of things " Folks rneeting
them a.t Southampton arO advisecl to bring a three ton lorry"
Tn readiness for the wlrltero John has been malcing extensive
modifications to the l lyde-Clarke weip$a-a-seal a"pparatus "
A11 overwintering Fids nov.r eager:ly await the formation
of the sea ice,  when onge nore Signy wi l l  be in the gr ip of
w in te r  -  i t cs  he l l  in  the  Antarc t i c .

Wri t ten (on back of  a c igaret te paeket)  ny lan Col l inge

SOUTH GEORGIA

Weather :  Condi t ions genera l ly  waf ln ,  dry
and sunny, blit wet and vrindy

t3i:?*':li-' 3?* "ilfi3h"" Tnffii Tf;5"
shador,v of Mt" Duse has begun to
interrupt the recorder"

Mean Tempera ture  +5 . loC"

l/ iarch has been a month of sudd"en weather changes, from
calm days to howling gales and" from hot Funny d.ays to sub-
zeye temperaturesr the minimum being -30"C" One act iv i ty
which involved nearly all base rnembers was a moclr aceid.ent
designed. to test our knowledge following tal-ks on first
aid by Dave, and raountaln rescue by Jo. Both were highly
informative amd we felt that we had learrrt a great deal
unt1l  the rescue came, and then var ious d.ef ie iencies were
rea" l ised. The mock accident was created by Fanny ly ing at
at the bottom of a dam wa1l about trvo miles away feigning
a broken leg,  whi le Jerry rushed to Shackleton House to
raise the alarrn and direct the rescue. An Osca,r to Jerr; '
for acting his part, but the fact that it rr,rasn't the res.l-
thing became all too obvious when A1 was seen peering ro'.rnd.
a door post,  anr1 later Ricky round, a" tussock hump both wi th
carneras at  the ready to photograph Fids in act lon!
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A f i rst  a id party of  Andy C.,  Kei th,  Meryyn and
mysel f ,  set  of f  1n the rubber boat wi th Br ian G" as boat-
man,  wh i le  the  s t re tcher  par ty  o f  Br ian  C. ,  fan ,  Gar rey ,
Dick W., Tony and Jin Jam, went in KUMBAYA and the rowing
boat.  On arr ival  at  the beach below the dam hut the most
astonishing sight was to see Br ian C. rushing up the hi ] l -
w i th  the  comple te  s t re tcher  on  h is  back .  He no iv  ho lds
the record,  for  cover ing the distance from Ki-ng Edward Point
Jet ty to the d.am hut in the shortest  t ime, whi-ch only the
week before Garrey had. so proudly c la imed. in s ix minutes
and three seconds and he d.idnt t even carry a. nrcksack!

Nevertheless Fa,r : : ry was duly strapped to thc stretcher,
whi le Ricky and Jo looked on taking notes,  and carr ied.  down
to the boats wi th a bi t  less haste" He arr i r red.  at  the
surgery where Dave, who had been kept inforrned of  pat ient fs
symptoms by a walk ie-talk ie -  not  too much the worse for
his ordeal .  The fol lowing verbal  debr ief ing gave r ise
to many useful  poi-nts"

Later a bui ld ing party compris ing A1, Fanny, Dick la i  " ,
Terry and BriaJr C. went to the Barff Peninsula to erect
and fj-t out a hut for the future geologists and botanlsts
to l ive in whi le working over there.  They were kept company
by stamped.ing reindeer, andr shoemakers" The camping was
organised by Terry,  and sgSmokoee goodles by John 1("  The
party were taken to the Barff in l,ILlE KARL and KUI,{BAYA,
wlth Ricky,  John 8",  L1ervyn, John K,. ,  fonyz Garre;r ,  Ian
and. Bob, who intended to have a reind"eer hunt, but cond.it-
ions d"id not permit and they had a falrJ-y rough trip back
to base af ter  a strong vr ind got up. fan- and John B. proved
their  urorth as helmsmen"

During the ear ly part  of  the month the Hamberg Glacler
seemecl to have more t i ran i -bs usual  share of  v is i ts,  in
fact  Jo,  Terry,  Andrevr J" and mysel f  went there three week-
ends running, rvith Andy C. ancl Jcrr5i on one occa"sion and.
Dave, Geoff  and And"y C" agai-n on a"nother" Yes, bel ieve
i t  o r  no t ,  Geof f  has  a t  la .s t  been ou t  o f  s igh t  o f  base
and al l  the v iay to the Hamberg Glacier,  even i f  i - t  was in a
boat.  Other walks have incl .uded" another a"t tenpt to reach
the Geikie Gl-acier,  th is t ime by Bob, fan and Dj-ck i l , I .  who
rose a t  5 .00  am in  o rder  to  make the  most  o f  the '  day"  They
were stopped by the sarne d, i f f icul ty es the la.st  party
encountered ,  namely  the  sea.

The Fly ing Doctor Service has taken on tv.ro new
approaehes" One is Da"ve on water skis (what better way
of reaching a drowning person?) ancl  the second is Dave
on a motorbike,  but I  th ink s ince his f i rst  few at tempts
the motorbike has needed more surgeff than. al l '  the base
members.

The BISCOE arrived from Stanley on the 16th bringing
large quant i t les of  mai l  r . ryhich r ivas much appreciated, She
l-eft later in the efternoon with Ga"rrey, And.y C" and-
Brian G" to caruy out a tra:ru-' l- ing programme along the east
coast "  The BISCOE lef t  us several  f i l -ms v ' rh i le she travbl led ,
so the projeetor was working overt ime to get through them
al l  beforg she took them away. ITeed-Iess to say breakd,owns
occurred on ncar ly cvery recl ,  but  wi th the v ig i lance of
Diek R" a.ncl Jeruy, and the ald of a rubber band. ancl some
CanaCa balsa,rn, lve ma.n:,gcd to get through almost one a
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ni-ght.  This mcant that  the re was much frenzied let ter
wr l t ing on nights wi thout f i lms. In on the BISCOE were
Phi l  and Er ic f rom Bjornstadt Bay having completed their
geoJ-ogy prograrnme " They are now bathing in the l_uxuries
of Shackleton House (washing and all that) "

The mee-r-  of  the month was one that wontt  be forgotten
for a long time. It was a fresh salad. mad.e by Roger aJld.
Mervyn from the produce of  Diek and Jerryrs greenhouses.
There were such ciel icacies as let tuce, mustard.  and cress,
onions (Ugh: -  sorry Jerry)  and caruots.

Up the glacier, Inn, Bob and Andrevr J. nor,ry ha"ve -Lhe
luxur l r  of  e lectr ic l ights,  the power c ler ived from a wind.
generator whj-ch has fair ly whizzed round recent ly,  There
are reports of  Bob cloing splendid r tgash' !  dut ies on Thursday
evenings when a special  supper is enjoyed. They come d.ovvn
fcr the Saturd.ay ni-ght do on base as wel l r  so theye ve
nothlng to complain of"

AbduJ- has spent the last two weeks wiring the new wet
lab,  u i i th Mervyn as electr ic ianes mate dur ing his weelc ,
of f  eook duty" The chieks are thr iv ing under Abdul-rs
utatchful eye but further efforts to hatclr eggs 1n the
incubator have sc far failed.. Dennis, Dave a;nd Terry have
be'en helping Jc paint  f rom t ime to t lme. There are just  a
few v'rind.orry frames of Shackleton House left now before Jo
f in ishes this mesmoth task" J im Jam, John K. ,  Kei th and.
Roger B" have a. lso been brandishing paint  brushes" Roger
palnted tlre oil- iank amd the genn:,r shed d.oor during his
week off d"uty, whilc Ji-m Jam, John K. and. I(eith have been
pa"int ing the endless l ine of  their  huts,  inclucl ing the
rnet,  r : f f ice,  r ,v i t r  he!-p f rorn John 8.  on that part  of  the
roof that  covers the radio shack" I . {ervy 'n spent al l  h is
spare t ima dur ing his rccent weelc on cook duty prepar ln3
a higlr ly c le corat ive crke 1n the shape of  t l :e BTSCOET ready
for p. party to be given for irer when she fina.11y leaves
for the UK"

It is very diff icult to glve news of Bob, I/ l i ice and
Pete on Bird fs land except to say that they are cont inuing
their v,rcrk on seal-s a:ld al.batrosses, which has probably
been said- in as many vriords in thc -']-as.t few newsl-etters"
However, 'they are all vrell snd. v,rorking hard.. They had.
an unusLl.al visitor recentlrr in the form of a Magellan
pengui-n whieh they have been feeding on salmon arrd sard.ines.

Towards the enci of the nonth the BISCOE retu::necl wlth
Garrey,  And.y C",  and Br ian G.,  a l l  fu l l  of  stor ies about
crabs and lc l } l -er  whales" the crabs, which were not
generally thought to exist 1n these vrraters, tvere therc
for us to see, but vre wj- l l  have to wai t  for  photograPhs
to be cleveloped before we can see t tk i l - ler  urhales
surrounding the BfSCOE'I  "

A big surpr ise on base was to learn that Alr  who
was to have been or-ir wintering Ba,se Commander, is to
return to the UK to help organise the Hal1e1r Bs;r re-
) r r r i ' i  A i n c  r r n i ,vurrurr tb  y f ,vre c t ,  and Jerry  hn,s  been g iven the post  o f
Ba.se Comma.:nder. We vri l l  be sorrlr not to have Al tryinter-
ing vr l th  us,  but  congratu lat ions to  Jerry  on bei i rg  1ancled
rnr i th  a d. i f f icu l t  task.  Roger  C.  end Tony were deposl ted.

L_
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on the Barf f  when the bui ld ing party were col lected, to
spend their remaining few weeks geologising in compara.tirre
comfort  using tho new hut (mini-shack) as base.

, That seems to leave onllr three base members unmentioned-"
The f i rst ,  Da.d. ,  is  rarely seen outsid"e the genny shed. except
for meals and a quick one in the bar, but a rtrmour has reached
me i;]rat he went to Grytviken one weelcend, Secondly, Graham
cl-aims to ha,ve dorie nothing but work 1n the Botany Depart-
ment evcr s i -nce he arr j -vcd on base. However,  he is f requent- ty
seen playlng Dominoes i -n the evening" last ly,  one base
member who 1s rarely mentioned is Burury, our husky" Apa.rt
f rom tak ing  a  d ls l i ke  to  a  fe r ry  peop le  recent ly , . l t c  i s  qu i te
happy, especiat ly when therets some fresh snow (a:rd food")
:lrortnd.. .

This montht  s newsl-et ter  was wri t ten b1r Fcrgy.
' :

STONI}TGTON

l'/ i th the sail ing of the BRANSFIELD from Stonington on
l rcL l larch,  we saw the last  o f  the sh ips for  another  yea.r "
0n board r rere th is  seasonrs Arrowsrn i th  par ty ,  who vvere
c] . roppccl  o f f  on the Joncs Tce Shel f  la ter  the same dr .y .  0 f
the Arrowsni th  par ty 's  f i rs t  month in  the f ie ld  l l la lco lm
I , tcAr thur  wr i tes:

t?After n f inal r ld. iculous rush on t iase to meet thc
BRAI{SFIELD'!S d.ead.I ine we $rere le,nded on thc Arrowsmith
Peninsr i la .  Once ashore much t ime lvas needed for  conso,- l - ida-
-bion" Bed v;ca-ther proved to be e, probieff i" t I Ie ha.d on.i y
-bhrce trp"vcl-- l- ing days in the f irst--- l-6, and so r1e',nr drivcrs,
Nei l  t ic : lTeughton of  i f re  AAmira ls ,  John'Hudson (1?octr )  o f
thc Pla;rsr5 rnd Graham Wright of the Komats, didne t get
much pract i -ce .  fn  the fo l lowing e ight  i lays of  fa i rer
weathcr  we set  about  the task of  t ransfer ing our  c lepot  to
the urork area on the west  s lde of  the Peninsula.  Thor ,
c f  the PlaJrers,  d . ied on the Hcim Glac ier  a f ter  n  fe iv  da"ys
1 l l ness "  B ro the r  t o  Od in ,  he  was  one  o f  a  pa i r  o f  s t rong
dogs and r  sac l  loss to  Roek Hud.scnrs team

'Of  the other  dogs,  the new pups have been stagger lng
aiiong on shalcy 1-egs and vrondering, ] j-ke the new d"rivers,
i f  i te  s  a lways l1ke th is"  E lephast lne Spa.r tan is  pregnrr t t
a .gain,  the outconc of  an i l I ic1t  l -ove af fa l r  on base dur ing
rcl- ief " Hor,rrever the father, Kim, having been j 'ust f ive
months old. a"t the t ime, is st i l l  bl i thly un.rvarc of his
misdemee.nour .  At  the t ime of  wr i t ing Rocky l fyeth is
chr.pcroning l hcrted Ada night and" day

l lo lv ,  e f ter  a  poor  s tar t ,  the two geol -ogy uni tsrs led-ge
Echo with Miles and Rock Hud.son, Sledge Tango rnrlth Rocky
Wyeth and- Grahrun ' lr igh-b, plus Sledge Bravo, the gcophysics
unit rru1th ldalcol-m rurd. Nej- l-e Br€ reedy to conmence work.or

Otr  the 17th,  and.  a f ter  t r i r ro  weeks of  prepnrr - t ion,  the
pr . r t ies Coing l -ocal  survey on the p la. teau - l -e f t  base,  The
dny lva.s f ine, a.nd after ferrying sled.ges amd ecluipment
up thc -r ' ' inp a,nr] cnto the glacier to wherc the dogs were
spanncdL, Brieur Hudson end Nick blazed. a trrLj- l- rryith Skidoos
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up the Northeast Glacier as far as Wa1ton Peak" This was
to give the teams a t rack to fo l low (actual ly th is plgy was
more for the benef i t  of  the new dr ivers than the dogs).
The Skiri,oos were closely followed by Drummy and the Hunso
vtith Dave Singleton and the ladies" The surface was excellent
and all crevasses, revealed during the surnmer bJr an except-
1onal  i le l - t ,  were wel l  br id.ged"

0n their viay back to base Brian and Nick met the
remai-ning teams - Mick Pawley and the Debs, Denis l\f lc0on:rell
and the Picts, Brian Jones and the Terrors, Paul Finigan
and the Vikings following the traclc l ike confused. wonns"
Surveyors Paul Gurling (PG), tra.vel-l ing with Paul Finigan,
and- John Yates travell-ing with Mick Pawley, havi-ng no
teams of  their  own, found i t  easy to laugh, at  the predica,-
ments of  the new dr ivers" Baclc on'base af lc l  keeplng a safe
dlstance from the scene of all this chaos, was A-l-i Thomson
our bui lder,  mind. lng the radio for  any rrdistressrr  eal ls"

All the sledgers arrived safely somehow (ttre dogs larow
the way if the d.rlvers donct) at Walton, arrd. carnpecl there
for the night" During the next ten days or so the plateau
party went through a period" of hard. slog up. After some
ini t ia l  d i f f icul t ies they managed. to locate thelr  work
C.epot and they.are no$/ read.y to start sunreying (cod.e word.
f o r  r r  j o l l y i n g o ?  ) .

With the departure of  a l l  the s ledge unl tsr  w€ three
on base breathed. a sigh of rellef " t l l /hil-st the sled.gers
prepared meat bar for  the f i rst  t ime, Br ian,  A1i  and Nick
tucked. into a meai of roast lamb" In the evening we broke
open a case of  a j -e and general l ] r  made a lot  of  noise just
to celebrate the peace and quiet  "

During the month Ali has been busy putting d.own the
f loor in the nev' i  extension" He was out of  act ion for  a
week with a cut hand, but it has heal-ed vrell and. al-l- is
now 0K. Brian? s month has been spent sorting out his
generator shed and spare engine parts" Drrrj-ng the course ,
of  the next few weeks he has a new generator to instal l "
Nick has spent Mareh just  recover ing f rom rel ief :  he has
taken over from Bil-l Kelth as pup ma:r anil is busy erecting
some new pup pens

Wel l  fo lks i - t ts a gra:rc l  l j - fe down here and we donrt
envy you at home" Untj-l next month take care of yourselves,
and as they say in Antarct i -ca,  o l0heers for  now" ! t

! [r i t ten by Nick l feades,,
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HALI,EY BAY

S{e a"ther: Of ten  overcas t  cond i - t ions  w i th
high winds and gradually fall ing
tempera tures"  There  were  149"3
hours of sunshi-ne.

l l lean Ternperature -16 " lo0.

The tractor and-.5[oggie parti-efl-arrivecl back on base
with the usua- l -  crop of  mgged. ta lcs,  greeted vr i th the
usual deris-i-on" , .They had been ar,vay to sa"lvage the wreck-
age of  the Hobbits c log s ledge, returning with most of  the
stuff. fhe first Saturd.ay of the month was party night,
with fancy d.ress" Theme - the sea, prod.ucing a feur
c lass ics  such es  Rones comple te  B lackpoo l  ho l iday  maker ,
handkerchief  headed, ro1led up troi , rsers,  p ipe smoking
with genui-ne Glasgorru type northern accent" Another wes
Keve s pun; he lvai te ied" as aur ancient,  stooping, old man-
sen i le  -  ( sea  N i l - c ,  ge t  i t? )

Toby and. Gord. R" settled d.own to work rl igging out
the ramp into the garage" Both bu- l - ldozers made short  work
of i t ,  and. enabled us to get vehlc les ln fcr  maintenance"
Paul B. 1s build"ing a new non-magneti-c tunnel and managed.
to insinuate himsel f  p lus a s leclge load. of  b i ts into the
ga"rage too, so that he could" bui-ld the frames in the wa"nn
(a  s ly  one our  ooch ippy f l  he  l i kes  h is  comfor t ) .

Br ian has been renovat ing a caboose for  the r lometer ,
t i l ing 1t  and-  insta l l lng a s leeping bag ( for  n igh. t  runs
and day r fgonkinget ,  l i lce the Base Command.er  has in  h is) .
Brian also on Saturd.ay oogashr! showed. effete second. year
men hcw to raise d.umpb. Ropemanship is popuJ-ar these d,ays"
The f irst requirement for 

'a- 
successful. ropeman is a Marl in

spike,  Not  hav ing a ro l l ing mi l l  w i th  which to  make one
Paul J. went at i t  with hr-r:nmer nrrd anvil  (tnis produces
a  n i ce  t emper ,  ho  ho l ) "

A t r ip  to  Depot  K:eocker  for  g lac io log icat  l -evel l ing
gave Rog his f lrst- f j-cld experiencov He and Paul J" set
c f f  wr th the Beat- ] ,esr  and returned two houss la , ter ,  the
doggies not rvant' , ing to go. Next da.y off they vrent with
Skj -d-oo Blod, ,  v ' rh lch d is in tegrated r " t  Kr :ocker ,  Never  fear ,
Tony and Kevin carne to the rescue rnrith the Snocat" lvluch
sneer ing by res 'b  of  base at  Level lers  p l ight  such is
connr :Ldeship in  thc Antarct ic"

Trev 8. ,  Jeck,  Da.ves l t .  rnC.  1{ . ,  Br ian and Bmce
rcturned- from the lor,nr shelf after checlcing depots end
d .o ing  g lac io l -og l . ca l  wo rk .  I n . i n  ou r  c loc  (a  r l gh t  l eech )
has been b looc1 le t t ing at  vamT: i re  hours.  He a lso operated.
on thc pup Brn.c ,  c l -car ing :m cyc in fcct ion-

T rev  Tes  b i r t hc la ; r  ( ce leb ra te t l  i n  t he  eobeas t i e i '  hu t )
went  so wel l  that  Kei th  dec i -d.e i t  to  have a"  nat inee per form-
ance a week la-Ler"  He ha.s,  ho lvever ,  been dr i -v i -ng the radar
and after par,elysis set in to the turntable, he mc1 Gorcl_
D" gave i t  a  qu ick serv ice ,  c lear ing the t ro t ' .b le .  Nont
has bul- l-t  an clectronic o'anti Par.r i  B. mr"rshmallol 'r  thieving

L
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detector i r ,  ivhi le John F. and Tony have been rewir ing
the rhombic aer ia l .  Tony, also in ' i ; l rc electronics f ie ld. ,
ls br.ri ld, ' i i l3 a timing device for And-y's gonio_met9r.. And.y
has he.e,:. stmggling with his \tLF anplif ier, which works
with a big jo l t  of  vol ts or not at  a l l  "

l ' Ir itten thls month by Gord. .D. a.ni. frev B.

Nj{-ri r:iiorl .lqli!q}I" glII ae
I-b has recently come to our noticc that the extra*.

ordinaly jargon 1n which the newsJ-e-tbcrs are of ten
written is confusing to a number of fa.rir iJ.ies, despite
the editing we do here to try and. malce them understandableI
The fol-lolvi:rg l ist Of tr ' id.s sla.irg :lay ire of interestl
F]DS iJhen the Surv€Jr sta.rted in 1944 the bases

were established. wi'u,rin territory then known
as the Falkland fsl-aLd-s .)c1:end.en-cies. It was
thercfore cal led the la lk land Is lands
Dc.pend.encles Survey, coilmoitlJi knoryn as FIDS,
The men who served 'i;l:.ere inevitably becane
known as Fids (or a Fld) anci  t l r j -s has stuck"

Every evening clu.ring ',;lie gummer season a'r; ime i-s set asid-e l ihen a1I bases, both ships
and the S-banley radio s'batjon tune j-nto the
same frequency, ancl a:.ijrone from anywhere nay
d iscuss anything 'bhey l ike - semi-official
matters, l-ocal goss-i-p, ol: aruangements for
fuiure racli-o schecls be-bvreen bases and. so on.
The session lasts irnti- l stati ons graduaLly
fadc out as they lose l i:-bercst in the
conversation - or get hungryl
This is naval- slang for rubbish, introd.uced.
by the original FicLs, rlj:.nir of whom came from
the Services.  At a bar;e '6he trgash mantt  is
responsibl-e for domcs-'r; ic c.tores J-ike vrashi-ng-
up, s'.reeping and dus-b:,:rg, tcringing j:r.:ra-clcc- bf
coal- ,  ice blocks f  or  r ia i ter  and so on. Every
one takes thejr t irm. r.ncl, i 'u is known as I 'bei-ng
on gash this weeki l .
Slar:g f or sleeping d.uring the day.
l'h.is is t he ionosplr.c:ri c equ-ipment "
A Skid.oo motor toboggan.
A Muskeg tractor.
A heavl' diesel trac'cor i i iar_e by the
fnternat ional Harves-i;or Co"
IT.eavy, suJ.try, overcact a"nd. sometimes
foggy weather cond:r-ti ons
The gencrator, or gcne:r:a.-bor shed.

G00N SiIOrltr
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I f  i ;her:e arc yet  other expressions which baff le you
plcase let us know and we wil l co:rtinue the eompi-r-ation
of  th is  g lossary l
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